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exercised in accordance with the laws passed
by their parliaments or legislatures, and
such laws themselves must be consistent
with international human rights standards:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of
Representatives—

(1) welcomes the efforts of many formerly
totalitarian countries to address the com-
plex and difficult question of the status of
wrongfully expropriated properties;

(2) urges countries which have not already
done so to return wrongfully expropriated
properties to their rightful owners or, when
actual return is not possible, to pay prompt,
just and effective compensation, in accord-
ance with principles of justice and in a man-
ner that is just, transparent and fair;

(3) calls for the return of wrongfully expro-
priated properties to religious communities;

(4) calls on Croatia, the Czech Republic,
Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia, and
any other nation whose laws or regulations
limit restitution or compensation for wrong-
fully expropriated properties to persons who
reside in, or are citizens of, the country from
which restitution or compensation is sought,
to remove such restrictions; and

(5) urges formerly totalitarian countries to
pass and effectively implement laws that
provide for restitution of, or compensation
for, wrongfully expropriated property.

SEC. 2. The Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall transmit a copy of this
resolution to the President.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
SHIMKUS, recognized Mr. SMITH of
New Jersey and Mr. HAMILTON, each
for 20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

agree to said resolution?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

SHIMKUS, announced that two-thirds
of the Members present had voted in
the affirmative.

Mr. HAMILTON, objected to the vote
on the ground that a quorum was not
present and not voting.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
SHIMKUS, pursuant to clause 5, rule I,
announced that further proceedings on
the motion were postponed.

The point of no quorum was consid-
ered as withdrawn.

T110.14 GABON ELECTIONS

Mr. GILMAN moved to suspend the
rules and agree to the following resolu-
tion (H. Res. 518); as amended:

Whereas Gabon is a heavily forested and
oil-rich country on central Africa’s west
coast;

Whereas Gabon gained independence from
France in 1960;

Whereas the Government of Gabon is in-
volved in ongoing efforts to mediate regional
conflicts;

Whereas Gabon is scheduled to hold na-
tional elections in December 1998 for the pur-
pose of electing a President;

Whereas Gabon was subject to single-party
rule until 1990;

Whereas the International Foundation for
Election Systems (IFES) and the Africa
America Institute (AAI) served as observers
during the organization of the 1993 Presi-
dential and legislative elections in Gabon
and found widespread electoral irregular-
ities;

Whereas the Government of Gabon is a sig-
natory to the ‘‘Paris Accords’’ of 1994, ap-
proved by national referendum in July 1995,
which provides for a state of law guaran-

teeing basic individual freedoms and the or-
ganization of free and fair elections under a
new independent national election commis-
sion;

Whereas the people of Gabon have dem-
onstrated their support for the democratic
process through the formation of numerous
political parties since 1990 and their strong
participation in prior elections; and

Whereas it is in the interest of the United
States to promote political and economic
freedom in Africa and throughout the world:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of
Representatives—

(1) recognizes and commends the Govern-
ment of Gabon’s ongoing efforts to resolve
central African conflicts;

(2) recognizes and commends those Gabo-
nese who have demonstrated their love for
free and fair elections;

(3) commends the Gabonese Government
for inviting IFES to perform a pre-election
assessment study;

(4) calls on the Gabonese Government—
(A) to take further measures to help ensure

a credible election and to ensure that the
election commission remains independent
and impartial; and

(B) to further welcome IFES, the National
Democratic Institute, the International Re-
publican Institute, or other appropriate
international nongovernmental organiza-
tions to aid the organization and oversight
of, the December 1998 Presidential election
in Gabon, in an effort to ensure that these
elections in Gabon are free and fair;

(5) urges the Government of Gabon to take
all necessary and lawful steps toward con-
ducting free and fair elections;

(6) calls on the international community
to join the United States in offering their as-
sistance toward conducting free and fair
elections in Gabon;

(7) urges the United States Government to
continue to provide support directly and
through appropriate nongovernmental orga-
nizations to aid the organization of free and
fair elections in Gabon; and

(8) urges the United States Government
and the international community to con-
tinue to encourage the Government of Gabon
to ensure a lasting and committed transition
to democracy.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
SHIMKUS, recognized Mr. GILMAN
and Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, each for
20 minutes.

After debate,
The question being put, viva voce,
Will the House suspend the rules and

agree to said resolution, as amended?
The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.

SHIMKUS, announced that two-thirds
of the Members present had voted in
the affirmative.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, objected
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum was not present and not vot-
ing.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
SHIMKUS, pursuant to clause 5, rule I,
announced that further proceedings on
the motion were postponed.

The point of no quorum was consid-
ered as withdrawn.

T110.15 FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Mr. Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
with an amendment in which the con-
currence of the House is requested, a
bill of the House of the following title:

H.R. 2807. An Act to amend the Rhinoceros
and Tiger Conservation Act of 1994 to pro-
hibit the sale, importation, and exportation
of products labeled as containing substances
derived from rhinoceros or tiger.

The message also announced that the
Senate agrees to the report of the Com-
mittee of Conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on
the amendment of the House to the bill
(S. 1260) ‘‘An Act to amend the Securi-
ties Act of 1933 and the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 to limit the conduct
of securities class actions under State
law, and for other purposes.’’.

T110.16 INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND
TECHNOLOGY AUTHORIZATION

Mrs. MORELLA moved to suspend
the rules and agree to the following
amendment of the Senate to the bill
(H.R. 1274) to authorize appropriations
for the National Institute of Standards
and Technology for fiscal years 1998
and 1999, and for other purposes.

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Technology Ad-
ministration Act of 1998’’.
SEC. 2. MANUFACTURING EXTENSION PARTNER-

SHIP PROGRAM CENTER EXTENSION.
Section 25(c)(5) of the National Institute of

Standards and Technology Act (15 U.S.C.
278k(c)(5)) is amended by striking ‘‘, which are
designed’’ and all that follows through ‘‘oper-
ation of a Center.’’ and inserting in lieu thereof
‘‘. After the sixth year, a Center may receive ad-
ditional financial support under this section if it
has received a positive evaluation through an
independent review, under procedures estab-
lished by the Institute. Such an independent re-
view shall be required at least every two years
after the sixth year of operation. Funding re-
ceived for a fiscal year under this section after
the sixth year of operation shall not exceed one
third of the capital and annual operating and
maintenance costs of the Center under the pro-
gram.’’.
SEC. 3. MALCOLM BALDRIGE QUALITY AWARD.

(a) ADDITIONAL AWARDS.—Section 17(c)(3) of
the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation
Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3711a(c)(3)) is amended by
inserting ‘‘, unless the Secretary determines that
a third award is merited and can be given at no
additional cost to the Federal Government’’
after ‘‘in any year’’.

(b) CATEGORIES.—Section 17(c)(1) of the Ste-
venson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of
1980 (15 U.S.C. 3711a(c)(1)) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

‘‘(D) Health care providers.
‘‘(E) Education providers.’’.

SEC. 4. NOTICE.
(a) REDESIGNATION.—Section 31 of the Na-

tional Institute of Standards and Technology
Act is redesignated as section 32.

(b) NOTICE.—The National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 271 et seq.)
is amended by inserting after section 30 the fol-
lowing new section:

‘‘NOTICE

‘‘SEC. 31. (a) NOTICE OF REPROGRAMMING.—If
any funds authorized for carrying out this Act
are subject to a reprogramming action that re-
quires notice to be provided to the Appropria-
tions Committees of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate, notice of such action shall
concurrently be provided to the Committee on
Science of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate.

‘‘(b) NOTICE OF REORGANIZATION.—
‘‘(1) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary shall pro-

vide notice to the Committees on Science and
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